IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

September 29, 2009
filipino Community in vaughan is calling for help to aid victims of the philippine typhoon Ketsana
The Filipino Community in Vaughan is appealing to residents to support the victims of the destructive typhoon that struck the Greater Manila Area. There are 240 confirmed dead and the death toll is rising. 1.9 million people are affected. 
The Filipino Community headed by Filipino Canadian Charitable Association of Vaughan (FCCAV), Philippine Heritage Band (PHB) and the Leyteno Association of Ontario is accepting donations for the Philippine typhoon victims as follows: 

1) Used clothing, blankets and non-perishable food – to be dropped off at Patricia Kemp Community Centre (PKCC), 7894 Dufferin Street, Vaughan (near the intersection of Dufferin & Centre streets) daily from 1:00 p.m. – 9:00pm starting September 29 and ending on October 16th.

2) Financial donations can be made payable to CIBC, transit number 6622, account number 15-41137. Address: 1098 Wilson Avenue, Toronto, Ontario, M3M 1G7.  

The Filipino Community is also coordinating with the City of Vaughan for a financial donation to the Philippine typhoon victims.

We are appealing to volunteers to come to PKCC on Sunday, October 4th at 3:00 p.m. to help sort and pack whatever donations received until that day.  The media will be in attendance as well. 
For more information, please contact the following: 
Erlinda Insigne                                     Carol Banez                                     Pempe Saavedra Jr.     

Filipino Canadian Charitable                Philippine Heritage Band                 Leyteno Association of

Association of Vaughan                       Tel: 416-453-9348                            Ontario
Tel: 416-670-4498                                cbanez@sympatico.ca                    Tel: 416-841-0854
einsig0277@rogers.com                                                                               josesaavedrajr@yahoo.com   
 October 21, 2009                     For Immediate Release 
Press Conference On    
Vaughan Philippine Typhoon Relief Efforts 

The Filipino community of Vaughan would like to invite the media to a press conference to thank the residents of Vaughan and outlying vicinities for responding to its call for help and donations to aid the victims of the Philippine typhoons. In the press conference, the Filipino community will also acknowledge the financial donation from the City of Vaughan for the Philippine typhoon relief efforts in the amount of $10,000. Vaughan is a sister city of Baguio , one of those severely affected by the typhoons.

The press conference will be held on Friday, October 23, 2009 at 1:00 pm at the Patricia Kemp Community Centre at 7894 Dufferin St, Vaughan Ontario , L4K 1R6 (just north west of Centre St. on Dufferin ) .

To date, a total of about 140 boxes of used clothes, blankets, bed sheets, shoes and non-perishable foods have been received from all over Vaughan and other areas of GTA including Newmarket , Aurora , Toronto and Mississauga . The organizers have stopped accepting goods donation and will focus instead on appealing for financial help.

The boxes will be shipped to the Philippines by Sunday to Sagip Kapamilya/ABS CBN Foundation, #13 Examiner St., West  Triangle, Quezon City Philippines 1103.  The goods will be distributed by ABS CBN Foundation, the foundation arm of the largest TV station in the Philippines in consultation with the organizers. The organizers will also provide ABS CBN Foundation with volunteers consisting of friends, acquaintances, relatives and contacts in the Philippines to assist in the distributions. 

Speaking on behalf the organizers are Erlinda Insigne of Filipino Canadian Association of Vaughan, Carol Banez of the Philippine Heritage Band and Jose A. Saavedra Jr. of Leyteño Association of Ontario, Bert de Lara of PHB and CASJ . Representing the City of Vaughan are Regional Councilor Gino Rosati and Councilor Sandra Yeung-Racco. Representing ABS CBN Foundation ( Philippines ) is Mario Marasigan.

The Philippines has been devastated by back to back strong typhoons (Ketsana and Parma ) in a span of over a week causing floods, landslides, deaths, and severe damages to home properties, crops and infrastructure in Manila and the northern part of the country including the City of Baguio . Based on reports, about 7 million has been affected or displaced, about 1,000 died as well as about $396 million in crops and fisheries and about $114 million in infrastructures has been destroyed by the typhoons. The government of the Philippines has now appealed to the UN for humanitarian aid.

Because of the extent of the damages and number of people affected, the organizers will continue its fundraising drive and its appeal for financial donation. Financial donation will be accepted through its trust account at “FCAV Relief Fund for Philippine Typhoon - CIBC, transit no 6622, A/C 15-41137, 1098 Wilson Avenue Toronto , Ontario M3M 1G7 ”. Financial donations can also be mailed to the Patricia Kemp Community Centre to the attention of the Filipino Canadian Association of Vaughan. Charitable receipts will be issued on donations of at least $20.
The financial donations will be used to purchase for the immediate needs of the typhoon victims such as foods, medicines and basic necessities such toothpaste and soap again in collaboration with ABS CBN Foundation ( Philippines ). These will be evenly distributed among the victims in Manila and the northern part of the Philippines . 

For information regarding the Press Conference, please contact:  Erlinda Insigne –F/cailipino Canadian Association of Vaughan -  416-670-4498 ; Carol Banez – Philippine Heritage Band  416-453-9348; Jose A. Saavedra Jr. – Leyteno Association of Ontario -416-841-0854; Lamberto Delara – Philippine Heritage Band  and CASJ -  416-875-3735.


 


